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SNOW BUSINESS

WILLIAM HEDERMAN LEARNS THE LINGO AND BRUSHES UP ON HIS

BOARDING SKILLS AS HE TAKES TO THE SLOPES IN THE ALPINE VILLAGE
OF MORZINE

“DROP IN TQ THAT HOLE." says my puide
"Ther drop out to zhe left.” I nudge my snowhoard
slewly forweard, sizing up the giant nowl of powder
snow that sweeps away beneath us and waondering
what exacily a hele s and how a nersen rmughl drop
cut ofit. “I'll be right behinz you,” he promises, Leoing
the werds of my mather more than 30 years ago as she
persuaded me to cycle unaided for the firs: L.

[ shift my weigh: a couple ot ‘nrhes and I'm o The
boari glides silently through the blank white exparise,
sexding up a stzady spray of fine snow. [ have snow-
buarded a few tirres befora, but <his is the first time
my ab.lity level and the volume of fresh snow have
intersecled in a way trat allows me Tc get stuck in.

Withun scconds, the wind is passing across my
face wilk such force that [ realise I'm boarding
faster than Iever have, Zvan with my wrap-arcund
shades, my eyes are watering [ .ean nack and draw
a lanp, geometriz turve in the white canvas, slowing
tr a gentle stop. 1 fall back inte the snow and let
out a wroop cf exhilaralon and remind myselt
~har snowboarding is definitely one of the most
stimulating sports oz carth

While we catch our brealh and absorb the spec-
tacular Alpine surroundirgs, rmy guide teaches me
sorce snowhoarding lingo. We've left the rest of <he >

group on the "groomers” (groomied pisles)
and have headed "back-country” (¢ff piste)
to cut up same “pow pow" (powdcr snow).

As the afternoon crogresses, iy
confidence grows and 1 end ug calching
scme air for the first ime in my
snowboarding career. "Catching air” a
fundamencal goal of snowboarders
means putting as much air as you can
betwszen the undersice of yowr board and
the ground In other words, jurmping,



Publication: Cara

Date: Saturday, November 1, 2008
Page: 52

Extract: 2 of 6

Circulation: 70.000

Author: William Hederman
Headline: SNOW BUSINESS (1)

Boarding — or skiing — with your own
meuntain guide is just one element in the
glonous package that 1s a luxury catered
thalel break. Our chalet was in the French
Alpine resurl of Morzine, one o° the cloges:
sdiresorls Lo Geneva. You can fly out ot
Dublir: with Aer Lingus just kefare noon,
gct picked up at Ceneva by minihus and
erijoy a het chacelate in the chalet by
around 4.30pm local time.

Our chalet came writh its own outdecr
hot tub with room for six pecple: gushing
water socthes your weary muscles while
you gaze trrough the stearn a. dusk falling
onthe mourntamns. The huge window at fne
end uf the Lving room presented a stunning
pancrama of the lown and the neaks
cehind. Bul for me the lighhight was the
complermentary ski guiding. As a child T had
skied in various Frenca resorts in the 1980s,
when you were mare likely to see a charmoix
or a snow fox than ancther Irish skier. The
reps and hosts were invariably English and

the instructars/guides were leather-facad
Frenchmen who tlirted with the ladiss and
Lretted cut jokes you knew they had used on
a million tourists betore you

501t was novel, even discorcerting, to
be cooked a tull Irisn Breakfast by a young
wornan from Cork and then taker out onto
Lthe slepes by an eager twentysomething
snowhoarging dude trorm Duklin, I quickly
go: used to the idea and enjoyed being
vscorled around the mourtains

And boy. does Morzine have plenty ot
mountains to choose [tom. (L is situated
in the Portes du Soleil skl ared, which

boasls 650 ke of runs and links Morzine
to 12 olhier resorls across a relling series o7
interconnected valleys in both France and
Switzerland. Only relatively experienced
skicrs will be able to explare every valley
in the Portes du Scleil. but its size does
mean there's no fear of gelting bered with
the same runs and the sarme scenery. Also,
Marzine is relatively low (1000m), so if
the snow is thinon the ground, Avoriaz
beckons from its rocky pesch 800 tieires
higrer up

Cur guides flmed our =fforts on the
slopes and played back the footage in >
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the evenings or. the cnalet’s 42-inch
zelevision Tris kind of servics is a mixed
clessing: your worst wipe-cuzs get nlaysd
over and over for the titillation of the
group. Usually you can make an extra
etfort not tc tal or your face when the
camccrder appears, but the lads were
trying out a new gadget, tnvalving a small
lens attached to the ski-hat, for nc-hands
Alming wrile skiing. You naver xnew when
you were under surveillance

Lven the httest and maos: tearless skiers
will only sperd abous six hours on the
slopes out of every 24. So the attractions
ol Lhe resorl own itsel? are as important
as the slopes that surround it Morzine is
aleth century markel tewn it a dramalie
selling on two sides cf the gorge carved
oul by the lumbling walers of e River
Dranse. Thanks lo exemplary planning
laws, Lhe town's traditicnal building
style, using laral slate anz tirber, has
persevered and with it a natural untussy
charm

On a more practical note, Morzireisa
prozerwerking town with a permanent
population of 3,000 and thus has abeller
range of shops and general services Lhan
most resorls. The rmulli-streen cinerma
shews plenly ef movies in English or
you can sit among locals :n the Palais des
Spors ta cheer an the Marzine Penguins in
tre French ice hockey league.

When vou overdose on frech air and

general exhilaration, you quickly develoo
an appetite for more. So it was that |

was persuaded <c shackle myselfto e
Frenchman and leap off a ledge high above
the town with alightwsigh: parachute.
This is paragliding, and it’s just one of
ccores of non-skiing activities or offer ir.
Morzine, ranging from the high-adrenalire
tc the sedate.

Allin all, I'd find iz hard to justify
Inoking elsewhere for my next
snowbaarding holiday In fact, Thad
skied ir Morzne a tew years earlier, and
liked the town so much Trarme hack ~he
tollowing August. Flower-boxes on every
window gushed viv.d p.nks and purples,
farmilies of goats wandered alang the
mountain tracks, sloping meadows of
bloomuing wild flowers tock the place of red
and black runs.

We hired mountzin bikes and were
pleasantly surprisea te discover that you
can avoid any uphill cycling througn the
cunning use of the few chairlifzs that
ars running ix summer (the lift cperator
helpfully hangs your bike on a specially
desgred hook al e side of [he chair),

But 'l be sure to return to Morzine
mowinter for more hearl-slopping
snowboarding. Perhaps I'll pa bark in
20 years to see whether the yourg Irish
guides and hosts have turned into
leatrer-fazed Frenchraen who flirt and
tell stae joses. O
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lake t2 Rentailly Express up tn the 'B50m peak
and crjoy the oreallilaking views scross to Mont
Blarz sefore heading down La Tul ve ed run #47)
This wide. awaeping piste 5 neve~ cawdec ad
there we surme mce ~dges for getting airborna
Halfwey dowr there's an optioral suulli-gerg
cofessnt caonalzte stop. Snowboarders sheuld

& 50 liead to tha snow patx at Avariaz ~n natch
some air on the hall-pipz.

E R Buddha Bar

For s«ers coming off Loe pste ard serking a reaxing
apres s4 drink. this udzieround bar 1s true ta its
name talm and chilled Get a tak'e and o~de~ cne of
their metre- gh ¢ ass ealumns © hees, camplete with
top £ 20ar your uwn glesses By late evening the

e m hae civer way ta a srowded and chaotic cava,
stll thz best place to ga in town

Rue du Telephercae du Panzy, Morarz /4110

tal: + 3345074 22 7¢

Best restaurant in town: ENI7 S
This dustling restaurant in the centre of Marzira

15 staffed 2y a bunca of manic and mischievous

out ultimataly sharming Iacal man, Tha se action of
food is huge ard ncluces plenty of local ¢ shas, T
noaular, so you o ght want to book ahesd.
Hue du Telaprerique cu Flenay, Morzine 74110,
el +33450 790929
Best restaurarnt on the mountain: RYEui0]
Vaffieu, in tae mide 2 of te Pleey ski area, has &
great atmosphere, whethar you re ine de, tuckec
under the heavy wuoczr beems, ur outs de, whare
you ran sit in deck-chairs checking cut the passing
skiers ard the creez views The ond is speniz yer
simple try the tartifietle, & luse soeuslity statied
Wit ninns £°2am, potatoes bacon and (probably!)
Lo much chaese. Top of -he Belvadere char it

te 135342C 790343

i Pass
The Partes cu Sole | 4 pass coste €188 for

six deys. A ski pass coverirg the Morzine/Les Gats
area costs €741.50 or six vays.

Skiing lessors
You car bous your own snowdoarding/skiing lessors
wit1 the Ecole du Ski. Six nalf day lessons cost
=22 50. Ecale du Ski, 662 avenua de Jnux Flara,
74770 Morane; L2l +33 £ 50 79 “313

Flights and Accommodation
Cublin-tasec company F ghlife Ski & Snuwovad
nffare 2 weerk-Inng stay n a naterad chalet frem
€1117 per adu - and €938 pe- child aged 2-11.
Includes retmn flights w th Aer Lingus ta Geneva,
pirvdle Lranslars, seven mghts accommedezion with
hraz«fest, six evaning ez 5 with wine, Highlife
services batore, du~ng and atte~ the he day and all
taxes, Highlife, 20 Dame St, Oubiin 2;
email infn@nighlie ie te 01 G777 10C ervist
highlite. ie

Tourist Information
Morzing Tourist Office car ba sentantad
Ht Mo Zine-avorisz.com
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=lnn nast the rka e

PARAGLIDING IS JUST ONE OF SCORES OF NON-SKIING ACTIVITIES ON OFFER IN MORZINE,
RANGING FROM THE HIGH-ADRENALINE TO THE SEDATE

Movzen

Franlifre tnma clance i’ 08

OUR CHALET CAME WITH ITS DWN DUTDDOR HOT TUB WITH ROOM FOR SIX PEOPLE: GUSHING
WATER SOOTHES YOUR WEARY MUSCLES WHILE YOU GAZE THROUGH THE STEAM AT DUSK
FALLING DN THE MDUNTAINS
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